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We the Men argues that public history can perpetuate gender inequality by strategically advancing some
narratives, such as characterizing American gender inequality as largely resolved, and sidelining others, such as
the important contributions of feminist social movements in achieving lasting change. Applying a novel analytic
approach to the study of women's rights activism, Hasday (law, Univ. of Minnesota) argues that the way we
remember—or misremember—the significant role of women'’s activism contributes to a set of cultural motifs
that prioritize men in the story of American legal development. According to Hasday, such selective
commemoration undermines contemporary efforts to secure women's equality. The book thus makes important
contributions both to the study of women's rights history and the historiography of American political and legal
culture more broadly. This deeply researched book explores a wide range of source material, including court
cases, popular media, and history textbooks, to explore the nexus of law and society. In so doing, Hasday
underscores the legal system as culturally embedded and identifies legal actors as important contributors to
public memory. This focus on memory and historiography makes the book a useful tool for instructors and
students of American women's history looking to analyze the subject from a fresh vantage point.

Summing Up: Highly recommended. All readership levels.
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